Laboratory diagnosed human viral infections in Canada, 1980-1988. Trends and clinico-epidemiological characteristics.
Between 1980 and 1988, the Laboratory Centre for Disease Control (LCDC) received 261,573 reports of positive laboratory diagnoses of viral and selected nonviral agents from Canadian laboratories for the determination of the distribution of these agents with age, seasonality, periodicity, and symptoms. The agents most frequently associated with diseases of the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts, skin, and mucous membranes, the eye, and the central nervous system are identified and ranked. The temporal patterns of common enteroviruses and vaccine preventable diseases are also described. New diagnostic techniques, availability of diagnostic services, awareness of the role an agent plays in disease, and real changes in the occurrence of a disease may influence the number of positive laboratory reports.